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509 May 21, 1897 

MEXICO. 

Sanitary report from Tampico. 

Tampico, May 1, 1897. 

Sir : I inclose report of the vital statistics of this port for the year 
1896 and the first quarter of 1897. 

The authorities attempt to keep a record of the causes of death, but 
the result is a failure, as fully 50 per cent of the persons who die have 
never been viewed by a physician ; so that naming the cause of death 
is mere guesswork. * * * 

The warm dry season is the most healthy. In the early fall after 
rains we may expect and do have malarial fevers. 

This section is supposed to be in the district where rains prevail for 
nearly six months in the year. My experience of three and one-half 
years makes me place this city in the dry belt, as we have had little or 
no rain during my residence here. Everything has been burned up by 
the excessive droughts. 

The most sickly period of the year is during the prevalence of the 
northers, and then we have almost an epidemic of pulmonary diseases. 
The reason for this is that the people are not prepared for the cold 
north winds, when the mercury gets below 50° F. During the month 
of January past it reached 36 (almost the ice point). 

The houses of the well-to-do people are not provided with heating 
appliances. There are not to exceed 30 open fireplaces, nor are there 
30 heating stoves in this city. 

The locality most dreaded from a health standpoint is the Indian 
village, 3i miles below the city, which has a population of about 8,000 
Indians who are brought down from the mountain districts at any and 
all seasons, and whilst they are becoming acclimated a great many get 
sick and die. They will not engage a physician — they rely upon the 
old medicine woman's herbs ; to get sick is to die. 

These people live in small grass huts, sleep on a grass mat on a dirt 
floor, and their only heating appliances are a few embers from the fire 
on which their food is cooked. 

The men labor on the wharf, frequently in raw, damp weather, so 
they get cold, sicken and die. This Indian village, with about one- 
fourth of the city's population, furnishes three-fourths of the mortality. 

This village has not heretofore had an adequate supply of water, but 
the railroad company have just finished a pipe line to supply it. 

During the last season we had some few cases of smallpox. None 
exists now. 

It is asserted by responsible parties that no yellow fever has appeared 
here since June, 1878, and then it was brought in a corn-laden schooner 
firom New Orleans. 

Whilst this port can not be claimed as a special health resort, the 
records of the consulate are very remarkable. Prom October 1, 1893, 
to March 31, 1897, three years and six months, there arrived here 
22,964 seamen in American vessels, and there were no deaths from nat- 
ural causes. The only deaths were 5 men, who were accidentally 
drowned. 

The British vice-consul has kindly furnished me with the records from 
his office from January 1, 1894, to March 31, 1897— three years and three 
months. There arrived 12,524 seamen on British ships, and during 
said period there were 2 deaths from natural causes and 3 from acci- 
dental drowning. 
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But few, if any, ports on the gulf can show such a record, yet Tampico 
is classed as a suspicious port in regard to health. 

I shall take great pleasure in keeping you advised of any changed 
condition of health, and will at once advise if any quarantinable disease 
breaks out. 

I am, sir, yours most respectfully, John Maguibe, 

United States Consul. 

[Inclosure.] 
Mortality of Tampico, 1896.* 
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Total. 


18%. 
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38 
22 
39 
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26 
24 
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June 


44 


July 


38 
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September 
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131 






Total 


798 


1897. 






87 


February 






119 








76 











* Estimated population, 13,000. 

Statistical reports. 

Australia — Brisbane. — Month of February, 1897. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 93,657. Total deaths, 67, including phthisis pulmonalis, 6; 
enteric fever 8, and diphtheria, 4. 

Sydney. — Month of February, 1897. Estimated population, 410,000. 
Total deaths, 396, including enteric fever, 5 ; diphtheria, 3 ; measles, 1 ; 
and scarlet fever, 2. 

Bahamas — Dunmore Town. — Two weeks ended May 7, 1897. Esti- 
mated population, 1,472. No deaths. 

Green Turtle Cay — Abaco. — Two weeks ended May 6. Estimated pop- 
ulation, 3,900. No deaths. 

Brazil — Ceara. — Month of March, 1897. Estimated population, 
44,000. Total deaths, 283. 

Cuba — ManzanUlo. — Two weeks ended April 15, 1897. Estimated 
population, 15,000. Total number of deaths, 45,.including yellow fever, 
1, and enteric fever, 2. 

Great Britain — England and Wales. — The deaths registered in 33 
great towns of England and Wales during the week ended May 1 
correspond to an annual rate of 18.3 a thousand of the aggregate popu- 
lation, which is estimated at 10,992,524. The highest rate was recorded 
in Salford, viz, 28.9, and the lowest in West Ham, viz, 9.9 a thousand. 



